CHAPTER  I
THE  PREACHING  OF  THE THIRD  CRUSADE
Who has a lengthy tale to tell                                                     i
Must needs watch carefully and well,
Lest he begin by taking on
A task that he cannot make done.
So let him to his task attend
That he may bring it to good end $
Thus, that my burden be not too
Heavy, I start without ado.
My care I fain would dedicate
To matter worthy to relate,                                                        i o
Which tells the troubles dolorous
That rightfully afflicted us
In Syria, but yesteryear,
Where our rank folly cost us dear,
Which God could not do otherwise
Than make us sorely realize :
He made us feel it certainly
In France, likewise in Normandy,
As well as through all Christendom,
Where much or little it had come.                                             20
In little time he made us feel
It, by that cross at which all kneel